
 I am a lifelong Episcopalian, growing up at the Ascension in Montgomery.  I started  
attending Christ Church in 1998 and became a member in 2003.  Katherine and I have two daughters, 
Lillie and Alex, and all are active in the church.  Activities at the church include:  Past vestry member, 
past Senior Warden, Capital Campaign member for our new organ and Nave renovations, co-chair of 
the Christ Church Long Range Planning Committee, past Sunday school teacher, Finance Committee 
member, Usher, and Acolyte Master.  For the Diocese, I currently serve on the Standing Committee, 
Finance Committee and am a trustee for the Diocesan Trust.  I attended Cursillo #187, 197, 208 and 
217.   

 Bruce H. Henderson is a partner with the law firm of Phelps, Jenkins, Gibson & Fowler in Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama.  He graduated from Rhodes College in Memphis with a B.A. and from the University of Memphis 
School of Law.  Bruce is admitted to practice in Tennessee and Alabama.  He is also admitted to practice before 
the United States Supreme Court. 
 Bruce has been a member of Christ Episcopal Church since 1995 when he moved here from Nashville. 
Since that time, he has been very active at Christ Church, serving on the Stewardship Committee and for years 
on the Personnel Committee, which is helpful since he practices exclusively in employment law issues. 
 Bruce is active in our community, having served as President of Big Brothers Big Sisters of West  
Alabama, the Rotary Club of Tuscaloosa, and has also served on the boards of the United Way of West Alabama 
and other civic organizations.  He is married to Felicia Ellison and has two wonderful children, Maggie and  
Andrew, who live and work as RN’s in Asheville, NC and in Bend, OR, both great places to visit. 

 I am Evans Fitts. My wife is Kelly, and we have two children; Faulcon (22), and Merrill (17).   
Christ Church is an important part of our lives. The Church has always been a great source of strength and 
comfort.  I would be honored to serve.  
Past involvements include Vestry, Youth Sunday School, EYC Advisor, and Cursillo #93. 
Recent involvements are the Organ Renovation project committee, Holy Chow cook, and usher. 
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 My name is Daniel Ferry, and my wife, Ashley, and I have been attending Christ Church  
Tuscaloosa since 1997. Ashley and I attended St. Luke’s in Mountain Brook while we were engaged, and 
we were married there. After our wedding we moved to Tuscaloosa and joined Christ Church. We have 
provided our fair share of acolytes and choir members with our four children, Walker (19), Caroline (17), 
Thomas Elliot (13), and Dorothy (10). I have taught youth and adult Sunday School and assisted with VBS. 
I have served on the Outreach Committee, been a delegate to the Diocesan Convention, and helped 
start the Sunday morning breakfast teams. If chosen as a new vestry member, I would be honored to 
serve the church that has become our home. 
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Julia Emrich 

 My name is Julia Branch Emrich.  I am a Tuscaloosa native and have been a member of 
Christ Episcopal Church for most of my life.  My husband, Will, and I have been married for 11 years 
and have two daughters, Ann Parker (8) and Alle (7).  Will and I went through Cursillo #192 in April 
2014 and have been active in the movement ever since.  I have served two terms on the ECW Board 
(2007‐2009 and 2017-2019).  I am also a member of the Penick Guild, serve as the Camp McDowell 
Coordinator for Christ Church, and serve on the Parish Retreat and Holy Hikes of West Alabama 
committees.  It would be an honor to serve and support our church as a Vestry member.  



 Served on Vestry, as Senior Warden and multiple times as Junior Warden.  LEM and occasional 

breakfast cook.  Enjoys helping look after Christ Church facilities.  Married to Tia Sledge, three adult  

children. 

 Julie is the wife of Dr. Walter Hamiter Smith, Jr. and the mother of two boys, Trey (15) and Jack 
(12). Julie is a Speech-Language Pathologist and formerly worked for United Cerebral Palsy of Birmingham. 
She currently serves on the board of trustees for Tuscaloosa Academy, and the board of directors for the 
DCH Foundation, and the Christ Episcopal Church Preschool. She is a member of the Tuscaloosa Academy 
Parent’s Association, and is a sustaining member with the Junior League of Tuscaloosa. She previously 
served as a member of the board of directors for United Cerebral Palsy of West Alabama and the PTA 
board at Verner Elementary School, as the Episcopal Youth Community coordinator for Christ Episcopal 
Church, and as a junior member of the board of directors for Junior Achievement of Tuscaloosa County. 
She is actively involved as a volunteer at Tuscaloosa Academy and is a past president and advisor of the 
Junior League of Tuscaloosa. She enjoys traveling with her family, playing tennis and volunteering in her 
community.  

 I grew up in Vestavia Hills, Alabama, attending All Saints Episcopal Church. However, it was not 
until college at UA attending Canterbury Chapel, that I gained a true appreciation for how our Episcopal 
faith fosters and supports our journey. Working in Tuscaloosa after graduate school, I joined Christ  
Episcopal Church (1993–2001) and volunteered as an EYC advisor. Returning to Birmingham in 2001, I  
rejoined All Saints and enjoyed being involved by co-teaching our Young Adults Sunday School class and 
serving as a Lector, LEM, EYC advisor and Commissioner on our Vestry. Moving back to Tuscaloosa in 2008, 
I became a member of Canterbury Chapel again and participated in services as a LEM and Lector and have 
enjoyed doing so at Christ Episcopal since rejoining in 2015. Currently, I serve as President and CEO of the 
United Way of West Alabama. I hope my nonprofit and board experience will prove useful if elected to 
serve on the Christ Church Vestry but even more so hoping it will provide me the opportunity to grow  
spiritually and develop a stronger connection to Christ Episcopal.  

 Madolyn Kirby grew up in Alexander City, Alabama as a member of the First United Methodist 
Church. She attended the University of Alabama for undergraduate and graduate school before taking a job 
as a political consultant. In 2016, she married Cason Kirby, who introduced her to Christ Church. She fell in 
love with the Christ Church family, and in spring 2017 she was confirmed as an Episcopalian.  
 Madolyn serves as an usher in the church, is a member of the of Outreach and Outreach in Action 
committees, serves on the ECW board, is part of the Cursillo community, serves on the long term planning 
committee, and is a Sunday school teacher.   
 Outside the church, she is a member of the Junior League of Tuscaloosa, a graduate of Leadership 
Tuscaloosa, and member of the Family Counseling Service of West Alabama board.  
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 My family and I have been members of Christ Church since 1982.   As a mother, grandmother, 
and retired Special Education teacher and administrator I have been involved in those years as a Sun-
day School teacher of children and adults and as part of Christian Concerns in proving support for chil-
dren and families with special needs. I co-chaired the Annual Diocesan Convention when Christ Church 
hosted in Tuscaloosa. I have served as a board member of ECW, worked on the Annual Every Member 
Canvass, and annually host the Palm Cross Making event.  
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